
Discussion Questions for The Hope Chest

1. Rachel Beachy had been in love with her sister’s boyfriend for some time, and even 
though Silas showed no interest in her, she continued to hope that he would eventually love 
her, too. How did hoping for something such as Rachel did affect her relationship with God? 
With her sister, Anna? With Silas?

2. Do you think Rachel would have longed for Silas’s love if she hadn’t seen that Anna 
didn’t care for him? Was it wrong for her to hope for a relationship with Silas?

3. Why didn’t Silas realize sooner that Anna wasn’t in love with him? Was there 
something he could have done to keep Anna from falling in love with Reuben and 
leaving the Amish faith?

4. Did Anna leave the Amish faith because she really wanted to, or because she loved 
Reuben and knew it was the only way to be with him? Have you ever done something you 
really didn’t want to do in order to please someone else? Were there any consequences, good 
or bad, from that decision?

5. Was Anna justified in hiding the truth about her and Reuben’s relationship from her 
family? How might someone in a similar situation handle things so that less people would 
be hurt? 

6. Was Rachel a better choice for Silas than Anna? What were the things about Rachel that 
made him disinterested at first? What finally made him realize he was in love with Rachel? 

7. Was Anna’s father justified in not speaking to her, even though the shunning didn’t require 
that of him? Have you ever felt shunned by a family member? How did it make you feel? 
What steps did you take for reconciliation? 



8. What caused Rachel to see that she had been hoping for the wrong thing? How did Rachel 
grow spiritually once she realized where her hope should be?

9. How did the death of Rachel’s youngest brother bring the family closer? Have you ever 
experienced a similar situation, in which God used a bad situation for His good?

10. Which character grew the most, Rachel or her sister Anna? What specific ways did that 
character grow?

11. What was your favorite passage of Scripture in this book?

12. What line from The Hope Chest caused the greatest reaction in you, whether positive 
or negative?

13. What lesson from life did you learn from reading this book?
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